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Environmental studies are a burgeoning field that exposes students to a wide variety of disciplines. “Environmental” careers are now found in numerous employment sectors, including business, engineering, law, economics, government, public health, architecture and design, chemistry, biotechnology, energy, manufacturing, nongovernmental organizations, education, and media. Graduates of environmental studies programs may find jobs with their country’s government, a local not for-profit organization, a multinational corporation, or organizations such as the United Nations. Below, I describe some of the options available for undergraduate and graduate studies in the environmental field.
Undergraduate Study
At the undergraduate level, baccalaureate degrees are four years in length, and there are four common degree options: Bachelor of Arts (BA), Bachelor of Science (BS), Bachelor of Forestry (BF), and Bachelor in Engineering. Within these degrees, there are a number of typical majors in the environmental sector: environmental studies, environmental science, ecology, forestry, and natural resource management. In addition, students can specialize in any number of areas, such as sustainable development, economics, forest ecology, wildlife management, climate science, energy, environmental policy, ecosystems management, environmental design, or ethics. 
The options for an environmental focus are broad and are often related to many traditional majors such as biology, political science, or engineering. 
Bachelor of Arts (BA) 
Bachelor of Arts programs typically require general education courses in the humanities, sciences, social sciences, and mathematics.
These courses are combined with environmentally related coursework in a student’s chosen major. Often the BA will prepare students for entry-level career positions in most sectors except for scientific research. The BA will also prepare students for further study, usually at the master’s level, in social and behavioral sciences.
Bachelor of Science (BS)
Bachelor of Science programs commonly focus on the biological and physical sciences, but it is also possible to complete a BS in subjects such as natural resource economics. These degrees require students to complete a research or thesis project in order to graduate. This degree is well-suited for students who are interested in pursuing a research-based master’s degree program or a Ph.D. in the future. 
Bachelor of Forestry (BF)
The Bachelor of Forestry prepares students to manage and develop forest resources from an economic, recreational, and/or ecological viewpoint. BF programs often require extensive field experience and research outside of the classroom. The Society of American Foresters (SAF) certifies forestry and forest resource degrees at U.S. colleges and universities. It is important to look for SAF accreditation if you are considering forestry education or a forestry career in the United States (www.eforester.org).
Bachelor of Engineering (BE)
The Bachelor of Engineering is a less common degree in the United States, though it’s an increasingly viable option. Environmental engineering is a newer field of study within the engineering arena. This degree focuses on responses to environmental pollution and emphasizes such categories as safe drinking water, hazardous waste management, air and water quality, energy, waste treatment and disposal, or industrial environmental issues. (It is also common for students to pursue a BS degree with an engineering focus.
Notes on Applying for an Undergraduate Degree 
While the application process varies from institution to institution in the U.S., there are certain commonalities. Most undergraduate programs hope to see the following from international student applications: excellent high school transcripts with a mixture of classes in the sciences, social sciences, mathematics, and potentially languages and the arts; strong writing abilities demonstrated in a personal statement or statement of purpose; solid scores on the SAT or ACT; and evidence of extracurricular or volunteer activities (environmentally related activities would be a plus for these programs). International students whose first language is not English may also need to provide TOEFL or IELTS scores. 

Graduate Study
Graduate study in the United States is typically divided into two categories: terminal/professional or research degrees. A terminal or professional degree typically means that students will move directly into the workforce upon completion of the degree, as opposed to continuing on to receive a Ph.D. or additional degree. Additionally, these degrees will often require a capstone or master’s project instead of a traditional thesis and are two years in length. Common terminal/professional degrees are as follows:
Master of Environmental Management (MEM) 
The Master of Environmental Management is one of the most common and popular “environmental” graduate degrees in the U.S. The purpose is to provide students with a scientific understanding of ecological and social systems that in turn can be applied in a 

policy or management context. It requires coursework from the biological, physical, and social sciences, with a focus on the complex relationships among science, management, and policy. This degree prepares students for careers in environmental policy and analysis, green business, design and planning, conservation, education, consulting, and journalism. MEM programs often require an internship or other professional experience as part of the learning process. 
Master of Forestry (MF) 
The Master of Forestry is the first true conservation-based degree offered in the United States. This degree is designed for individuals who want to study forest resource management and policy, and aims to train students for the administration and management of forested lands. Careers in forestry are wide-ranging, and can include areas such as forest science, urban forestry, forest conservation, forest ecology, forest biology, wildfire & fuels management, environmental technology, biotechnology, wood and paper sciences, timberland investment, wood chemist, and forest pathologist. It is important to look for programs accredited by the Society of American Foresters 
(www.eforester.org).
Master of Public Administration (MPA)
The Master of Public Administration in Environmental Policy is designed to train public managers and policy-makers to better understand and manage environmental problems. Graduates are prepared for careers in local, state/provincial, or national government agencies, as well as in nonprofit organizations and intragovernmental organizations where they work to design effective programs and implement policies. These programs integrate skill-based learning in public policy, management, and environmental affairs.
Other Degrees Options
Other typical environmental graduate degrees include the Master of Arts, Master of Environmental Science & Management, Master of Environmental Studies, Master of Environmental Design, Master of Landscape Architecture, and Master of Environmental Planning. The following concurrent or joint degrees are relatively common, especially with professional master’s degree programs: architecture, business administration, design, economics, education, engineering, international relations, law, public health, public policy, religion, or urban planning. Joint degree programs are often completed in a compressed timeframe so that students can graduate with both degrees more quickly.
Research-based Graduate Degrees 
Research degrees can focus on bio-physical science, social science, or policy issues, and require comprehensive exams and/or an extensive written thesis or dissertation. 
At the master’s level, there are a number of research-based degrees that have similar academic requirements: Master of Science (MS), Master of Environmental Science (MES or MESc), and Master of Forest Science (MFS). These degrees are designed for students to contribute toward basic or applied knowledge by conducting scientific research focused on their specific area of interest within the environmental sector. In most cases students are required to complete courses in research methodology, data analysis, and/or experimental design along with elective courses. Additionally, they are encouraged to complete independent research in conjunction with a faculty member or of their own design. These degrees are two to three years in length and require comprehensive exams or a research thesis.
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.)
The Ph.D. is the most advanced academic degree offered in the environmental field and is focused on a specific student’s area of study. 
The degree is typically completed in three to six years, and trains individuals in research, scientific methodology, and may also include teaching pedagogy. Students are often required to complete teaching and research fellowships, in addition to regular courses and the dissertation. Graduates often find careers in research and academia or in leadership positions in both the public and private sectors.

Notes on Applying for a Graduate Degree
A baccalaureate-level degree is required in order to enter a graduate degree program within the United States. Some universities will accept three-year degrees from places in Europe and India, while others require a four-year degree for admissions purposes. Additionally, some Ph.D. programs encourage applications from individuals with a master’s degree while others will take students directly from an undergraduate program.The application requirements for master’s and doctoral programs in the environmental field vary by university and specific degree, but many universities have the following common requirements: 1) résumé/curriculum vitae, 2) personal statement or statement of purpose, 3) letters of recommendation (professional or academic), 4) transcripts from each college/university attended, and 5) standardized test scores (GRE, GMAT, LSAT). International students for whom English is not a native language (or formal language of university education) are also required to submit TOEFL or IELTS scores. Additional materials may include a writing sample (preferably a published article or academic research paper), diversity statement, design portfolio (for architecture or environmental design programs), or interview.
Admission to graduate degree programs can be very competitive. Each university has its own targets, but typically committees hope to see a GPA at the 3.00 threshold. For English language ability, the most competitive programs will require a minimum TOEFL iBT score of 100 or a Band 7.0 on the IELTS. But for many schools, the review process goes beyond a specific GPA or GRE score. A wellwritten, concise, and thorough personal statement is the strongest tool applicants have in their portfolio.
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